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living from hand to mouth. Questions are dealt with singly as they arise, from day to day, with too little of systematic foresight. In Russia, on the contrary, the traditional will of Peter the Great, with its often quoted political injunctions, may be no more authentic than the forged decretals of the Western Church. Russia, indeed, knows little of those changes of government which, in constitutional states, are regarded as inconsistent with unity of diplomatic purpose. She suffers, however, periodically from other internal convulsions scarcely less disquieting, while she is ever confronted by perplexing ethnic problems unknown in Western Europe. The Czar may at times seem the creature of his bureaucracy ; but the indefinitely far-reaching will of an autocrat, who is the embodiment of great traditions, secures consistency and immutability in the administration of the St Petersburg Foreign Office.
Our Egyptian connection requires rather a volume than a paragraph, and could not be treated here without retreading ground already instructively occupied by many recent writers. It is now just a quarter of a century since England became paramount in the valley of the Nile. During that time there have been ten changes in the control of our Foreign Office. In 1908, our position, work and purposes in the land of the Pharaohs are what they were on the morrow after Arabi's rising in 1882. Cabinets have been made and unmade, entirely new domestic forces have made themselves felt in our affairs. The details of our earliest intervention in the country attested the wish at once to respect Turkish integrity and the European concert. In 1882, Granville pressed on Gambetta Arabi's suppression by the Sultan as the Khedive's
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